University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

9-11-1992

Nicaragua: Update On Developments Related To
Suspension Of U.S. Aid Disbursement
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Nicaragua: Update On Developments Related To Suspension Of U.S. Aid Disbursement." (1992).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/7751

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 059578
ISSN: 1089-1560

Nicaragua: Update On Developments Related To
Suspension Of U.S. Aid Disbursement
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On September 5, President Violeta Chamorro dismissed National Police chief Rene Vivas and
11 other top ranking police officers. Chamorro appointed Fernando Caldera as the new police
chief. She also named Ronald Aviles to a newly-created deputy ministerial post within the Interior
Ministry which will be responsible for supervising the police force. Changes in the police leadership
was one condition for release of suspended US aid contained in a recent document, known as
the Moss report, issued by staff members from the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. (For
most recent previous coverage see CAU 09/04/92.) In statements to reporters, Interior Minister
Alfredo Mendieta denied the changes had been made in response to US pressure, insisting instead
that they were part of a restructuring process for the police begun in 1990. Mendieta also issued
harsh criticisms of the Moss report. Aviles, a right-wing businessperson and cattle rancher, was a
staunch supporter of the contras during the 1980s. During the same period, Caldera was chief of
Sandinista security forces in Region V, which includes the central departments of Chontales and
Boaco, a major war zone at that time. In a press conference following Chamorro's announcement,
Caldera rejected accusations that he was responsible for human rights violations during his tenure
as Region V military chief. He said, "I am not a human rights violator. I am proud of my military
career." The other police leaders forced into early retirement were: Juan Jose Ubeda, Jose Figueroa,
Roger Cabezas, Javier Lopez, Gloria Campos, Marcos Arevalo, Francisco Hurtado, Auxiliadora
Cruz, Nestor Moncada, Mario Noguera, and Alberto Vasquez. Representatives from right-wing
opposition parties described the changes as "cosmetic." According to Roger Guevara of the
National Opposition Union (UNO), "President Chamorro wants to have the Americans believe
that the police force is being restructured in order to get them to lift the freeze on US aid." During
Caldera's swearing-in ceremony, President Chamorro also announced implementation of a new
law governing internal police affairs. Under the law, which contains 60 articles, top leaders of the
National Police may hold their posts for a maximum of four years. Chamorro added that plans exist
for establishing a new police academy and a code which will regulate matters such as promotion,
ranks, disciplinary measures and professional conduct in the police force. Sep. 6: Former president
Daniel Ortega criticized the changes and asserted that Chamorro had "ceded" to US pressures.
He said "the ball is now in Washington's court," and called on the Bush administration to lift the
suspension of US aid. Ortega added that Washington can be expected to continue its pressures in
an effort to have the government implement changes in the army leadership and in the composition
of the Supreme Court. Sep. 7: In Managua, President Chamorro met with deputy assistant secretary
of state John Maisto to discuss the Moss report and aid suspension. Maisto, who heads the Central
America desk at the State Department, arrived in Nicaragua on Sep. 3. In statements to reporters
following the meeting, Chamorro acknowledged US pressures on her administration. She said
Maisto had proposed establishment of a "commission of advisors," whose composition would be
subject to approval by Washington. The commission would act as an advisory body overseeing all
aspects of presidential decision making. Chamorro said she flatly rejected the proposal. "Those
clauses are unacceptable for Venezuela, for Costa Rica, for Ecuador...no country would accept
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appointment of such a committee...not elected by popular vote." Chamorro added that "I want
[Nicaragua] to be a friend of the United States," but the relationship should be one based on mutual
respect, "not interference." Furthermore, said Chamorro, "I am President, I am the one who was
elected and I am going to finish out my term. There is still much work left to do." In comments to
reporters, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo affirmed that the forced retirement of the police
officers is not something "which will be automatically repeated with regard to the army, since the
latter institution has its own internal military statutes (ley organica) which establish guidelines"
for its command structure. Lacayo also denied reports of upcoming additional dismissals in lower
ranks of the police force. Bishop Pablo Antonio Vega, also from Region V, declared his opposition
to Caldera's appointment. According to Vega, in an incident which took place in 1986, officials
under Caldera's command threatened to push him from a helicopter. In that year, Vega was ordered
expelled from Nicaragua and was escorted by helicopter to the Honduran border. According to
Vega, Caldera, as security chief for Region V, was responsible for arranging Vega's forced departure,
and during the flight Caldera's subordinates left the aircraft's doors open "in a clear threat to
toss me into open air." Sep. 8: In Washington, State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher
described the shake-up in the police as "a positive step towards improving police performance,"
adding that "the goal of course is to see improved respect for human rights and the rule of law
under a new civilian leadership." Asked by reporters if the changes would lead to release of the
suspended aid, Boucher affirmed, "At this point our consultations with the Nicaraguan government
and the Congress will continue, so I don't have anything new" to report. In comments to local
reporters, Ronald Godard, Charge d'Affaires at the US Embassy in Managua, asserted that relations
between Nicaragua and the US "are great" despite Chamorro's rejection of the State Department
proposal. According to Godard, the visit by Maisto was intended "to explore and establish the basis
for a resumption of economic aid." In a meeting with representatives of the Superior Council of
Private Enterprise (COSEP), Chamorro announced that her government planned to undertake a
review of "unjust" confiscations of properties which belonged to the Somoza family and associates.
She said: "I have decided that these cases will be reviewed by a special commission in order to
assure respect for the rights of all those involved. Those who are not satisfied will have recourse to
the justice system." The announcement constituted a reversal of the government's earlier decision
not to return any properties that had been confiscated from the Somoza family and associates under
decrees issued by the Sandinista government shortly after taking power in 1979. Furthermore,
Chamorro said she had ordered an inventory be taken of all those properties distributed between
February and April 1990 by the outgoing Sandinista government, and that properties found to have
been transferred in an "irregular" manner will be returned to their previous owners. (Sources: Inter
Press Service, 09/05/92; Agence-France Presse, 09/05-08/92)
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